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The Compassionate Listening Project
A nonpro f i t  o r ga n i za t i on  ded i cated  to  teach i ng  s k i l l s  to  cu l t i v a te  hea l thy  re l a t i ons h i p s ,  hea l  

p o l a r i za t i on ,  a nd  b u i l d  b r i dges  between  peop l e ,  commun i t i e s ,  and  nat i ons  i n  con f l i c t

B oard  of  Di rec tors

B i l l  Ames
G abr ie l  Cohen
Nanc y  Cohen
Dr.  D eborah Fl ick
Nola  Drazdof f
Peter  H woschinsk y
Lar issa  Keet
Kyla  Pasha
Munteha Shuk ra l la

Volunteers  
( Thank  you! ! )

Phyl l i s  S e l inker
D eborah Crews
B ever ley  Nef f

Staf f

Leah Green
Execut ive  Di rec tor

Carol  H woschinsk y
Tra in ing Di rec tor  

Er ic  Kuhner
Admin Di rec tor

Br ian  B er man 
Andrea  Cohen
Jewish- G er man 
Projec t-Di rec tors  
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You’l l  Find Us  In  Suquamish  (and other  news)!  
      The  Com pass ionate  L is tening Projec t  i s  moving  one town over.  When R everend Tom 
Thresher invited us to move into the Suquamish United Church of Christ,  we did not hesitate.  
The Church is  not  only  a  beaut i fu l  spir i tual  communit y,  but  a  progress ive  center  for  other  
loca l  groups  as  wel l .   The  Church i s  located with in  the  Por t  M adison I ndian  R eser vat ion ,  
home of  the  Suquamish  nat ion ,  whose  roots  on  the  land go back  thousands  of  years .   We 
consider this  move a great blessing.  Our appreciation to Tom and the Church for welcoming 
us.  And we welcome YOU!  P lease  v is i t  us  in  our  new of f ice  ( located just  of f  o f  Ba inbr idge 
I s land) .  We look  for ward  to  new f r iendships,  par tnerships  and poss ib i l i t ies !  
    And other  of f ice  news :   Our  grat i tude to  Therese  Char vet  for  her  wor k  to  suppor t  our  
faci l itator team, policy development and outreach, and coordinating our advanced training 
team.  And we  welcome D eborah Crews,  who  wi l l  jo in  us  one day  each week  to  schedule  
our  N.  Amer ican t ra in ings.  I f  you have been want ing to  br ing Compass ionate  L istening to  
your  communit y,  now is  the  per fec t  t ime to  ask !
     Now that we have successful ly  completed our faci l i tator cer t i f ication training in the U.S. ,  
we are eager to begin our Israel i  and Palest inian faci l i tator  training.  We and our par tners in  
the  West  Bank and Is rae l  are  hopeful  as  we submit  our  funding proposals .  Your  suppor t  i s  
more  impor tant  than ever  as  we bui ld  our  capaci t y  to  in i t iate  th is  wor k .  I n  the  meant ime,  
come lear n  more  about  our  wor k  in  the  M iddle  East  by  jo in ing our  November  delegat ion 
to  I s rae l  and Pa lest ine. . .  a  great  way  to  lear n  Compass ionate  L is tening.  
     We cont inue with  our  teaching wor k .  To  date  th is  year,  we have  completed over  40  
Compass ionate  L is tening t ra in ing events  in  10  s tates ,  reaching thousands  of  people  in  
the  U.S .  and G er many.  We inv i te  you to  ce lebrate  with  us  th is  summer  at  our  2nd Annual  
Summer Gather ing.   With people registered f rom 8 states,  Canada and Israel–and s ix  more  
weeks  to  go –i t  promises  to  be  another  s te l lar  G ather ing.   We hope to  see  you there !     

     We ’ r e  happy  t o  announce  ou r  Advanced  Compas s iona t e  L i s t en ing  Tra in ing  s e r i e s  f o r  
2005-2006.  These  are  prac t i ca l  sk i l l s  for  everyday  l i v ing !  Whether  you would  l ike  to  become a  
more  sk i l l ed  peace -maker  in  your  fami ly ,  communi ty  or  workplace ,  or  in i t i a te  Compass iona te  
L i s t en ing  p r a c t i c e  g roups  o r  o the r  p ro j e c t s  i n  you r  commun i t y ,  t h i s  Advanced  Tra in ing  
s e r i e s  w i l l  s e r ve  you .  We  we l come  the  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  a l l  who  have  t aken  ou r  i n t roduc to r y  
i n t en s i v e  o r  pa r t i c i pa t ed  i n  a  de l e g a t i on  (by  t h i s  coming  November ) .  
       The  Advanced  Tra in ing  s e r i e s  cons i s t s  o f  3 ,  3 -day  weekends  ove r  a  7 -mon th   pe r iod ,  
beg inn ing  i n  November  2005  and  end ing  i n  May  2006 .  Ca ro l  Hwosch in sky ,  ou r  w i s e  and  
wonde r fu l  Tra in ing  D i r e c to r ,  w i l l  be  t he  l e ad  t r a i ne r ,  w i t h  t he  suppor t  o f  ou r  f a c i l i t a t o r s .  
       We  a r e  awaken ing  t o  wha t  t he  mys t i c s  f rom a l l  g r e a t  f a i t h s  have  known  fo r  c en tu r i e s :  
tha t  cu l t i v a t ing  the  w i sdom o f  the  hear t  i s  our  hope  fo r  rea l  peace  “ f rom the  in s ide  ou t . ”  The  
i n t e l l i g ence  o f  t he  hea r t  i s  con f i rmed  by  r e cen t  f i nd ing s  i n  t he  f i e l d  o f  Neuroca rd io logy  on  
the  hea r t - b r a in  r e l a t i on sh ip .  Compas s iona t e  L i s t en ing  f o cu se s  no t  j u s t  on  commun i ca t i on  
sk i l l s ,  bu t  on  s t r eng then ing  t he  i n f l uence  o f  t he  hea r t  t h rough  cu l t i v a t i n g  compas s ion ,  
and  l e a rn ing  t o  l i s t en  and  speak  f rom the  hea r t ,  e ven  i n  t he  hea t  o f  con f l i c t .  The  p r a c t i c e  
o f  Compas s iona t e  L i s t en ing  t e a che s  u s  how  to  r e a ch  t h rough  l a ye r s  o f  de f en s i v ene s s  and  
r e a c t i v i t y  t o  ou r  e s s en t i a l  co re .  F rom the re ,  we  c an  sh i f t  commun i ca t i on  and  r e l a t i on sh ip s  
i n to  hea r t - t o -hea r t  i n t e r a c t i on .    J o in  u s  on  th i s  j ou rney  t o  t he  hea r t !  

2005-2006 Advanced Tra in ing S er ies :
Prac t ica l  Sk i l l s  for  Dai ly  L i fe
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Join our Jewish & Palestinian 
co-leaders  Leah Green and 

Maha El-Taji on our next Com-
passionate Listening journey to 
Israel and Palestine in Novem-
ber 2005.  See our website for 
information & registration, or 

call us at 360-297-2280.

               YES! I want to support The Compassionate Listening Project!               YES! I want to support The Compassionate Listening Project!

NAME

ADDRESSADDRESS

CITY                                STATE                                ZIP CODECITY                                STATE                                ZIP CODE

EMAIL                                                 PHONEEMAIL                                                 PHONE

 ❑ $25    ❑    ❑ $50   ❑ $100    ❑ $250    ❑ $500    ❑ $1,000    ❑ other: 

Please bill my Visa, MC or Discover  #Please bill my Visa, MC or Discover  #

Name on credit card                                                               ExpirationName on credit card                                                               Expiration

Signature

❑ This donation is a tribute in the name of (please include their address):This donation is a tribute in the name of (please include their address):

Please return your tax-deductible donation to:  TCLP, PO Box 17, Indianola, WA 98342 USAPlease return your tax-deductible donation to:  TCLP, PO Box 17, Indianola, WA 98342 USA

Name on credit card                                                               Expiration

       In  the fa l l  of  2002,  we inaugurated our  Jewish-German Compassionate L istening 
project in Germany.  There,  in the eco-vi l lage community of  Lebensgarten (Garden of  
Life) ,  34 courageous Jewish Americans and non-Jewish Germans began a remarkable  
heal ing  journey .  For  many Jews ,  the  t r ip  marked the  f i r s t  t ime they  had a l lowed 
themselves  to  s tep foot  in  Germany.  And for  many of  the  Germans ,  th is  was  the i r  
f i r s t  face-to- face  encounter  with  Jews  and a  “ l ive”  Jewish  cul ture .
       The 10-day program included honoring our  ancestors ,  Compassionate L istening 
ski l ls  t ra ining,  art ,  dance,  and shar ing our  stor ies .  We spent  several  days in  Ber l in ,  a  
day at  Bergen-Belsen (a former concentration camp),  and we l istened to “witnesses”  
f rom WWII ,  inc luding a  former  SS  so ld ier ,  and Jewish  and German surv ivors .  We 
repeated the program in 2003 with equally profound results.  Two former participants,  
Gabr ie le  Se i l s  and Eve  Rennebarth ,  produced a  documentary  of  the  2003 project  
cal led “Embracing Story” ,  which screens widely in the U.S.  and Germany (Embracing 
Story  i s  ava i lable  in  DVD and v ideo format  on our  webs i te ) .                   
      Recogniz ing that  there  were  perhaps  mi l l ions  of  Jewish  Amer icans  carry ing 
wounds related to the Holocaust ,  we decided to hold the project  on U.S .  soi l  for  the  
f irst  t ime in 2004.  Both new and returning Jewish and German participants joined us  
in  the Washington,  D.C.  area this  past  fa l l .  Witnesses included a Jewish woman who 
was  h idden in  Germany as  a  ch i ld  dur ing the  war .   One surv ivor  of  Auschwitz  we 
l istened to told us that in his  many years of  talk ing about the war,   he had never been heard so profoundly.  He said,   “ I  don’t  k now 
what  you do,  but  i f  there  was  ever  a  mechanism for  heal ing  the  wor ld,  th is  i s  i t .”    And so  the  jour ney  cont inues. . .Par t ic ipants  
and fac i l i tators  have  made scores  of  presentat ions  to  communit ies  throughout  the  United States ,  G er many and England.  We 
communicate  da i ly  on  a  l i s t -ser ve  that  even one of  our  witnesses  has  jo ined (and provides  t ime - consuming t rans lat ion  for ! )  
as  wel l  as  our  I s rae l i - G er man tour  guide  in  B er l in .   P lans  are  under way for  a  book and t ravel ing  exhib i t  that  integrate  photos,  
f i lm,  ar t wor k ,  nar rat ive  wr i t ing,  and poetr y  f rom the  projec t .  Above a l l ,  those  who have  exper ienced the  heal ing  power  of  
Compass ionate  L istening in  the  contex t  of  the  Jewish- G er man “stor y ” are  br inging thei r  sof tened hear ts  and ever- deepening 
sk i l l s  into  the  wor lds  they  inhabit  –  at  home,  at  wor k  and in  the i r  communit ies .  One by  one,  we are  mak ing a  d i f ference.      
          (P lease  contac t  co - di rec tors  Andrea  Cohen,  cohencomm@comcast .net ,  or  Br ian  B er man,  br ian@ber manheal ingar ts .com,  
for  more  infor mat ion or  to  inqui re  about  events  in  your  communit y. )

“ I t  i s  no t  poss i b l e  t o  exp ress  i n  
words  how I  fee l  suppor ted  in  wha t  I  
always believed in: that i t  is necessary  
t o  f ace  s t r ong  f ee l i ngs ,  t o  exp ress  
them,  to  face t rauma,  even when i t  is  
as  ove rwhe lm ing  as  t he  Ho locaus t .  
And to part icipate when a whole group  
o f  more  than  30  i s  ca r ry ing  th i s  i dea  
– that  was more than I  ever  expected  
l i f e  wou ld  o f f e r  t o  me . ”

Eve   Renneba r t h ,  Ge rmany

Chr i s t a  and  Sh imon

Dear  Fr iends  of  Compass ionate  L i sten ing :  We  want  to  thank  you  for  inv i t ing  us  into  your  
communit ies  and  into  your  he arts ;  for  part ic i pat ing  in  our  programs  and  tr a in ings ;  and   for  a l l  of  
your  support  -  inc lud ing  your  f inancia l  support  that  a l lows  us  to  br ing  th is  work  to  ever-widening  
c i rc les .  Thank  you  for  th i s  j oyous  partnersh i p .  

 Ce lebrat ing 3  Years  of  
Jewish- G er man Heal ing


